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NORTHEASTERN BIRD-BANDING ASSOCIATION 


THE BANDING COMMON MURRES 
HARRISON LEWIS 


Tue Common Murre the most stupid 
bird acquaintance. Nevertheless, bird which 
arouses strong interest, probably due largely its very sim- 
plicity, which causes astonishingly confiding well 
unusually ludicrous. 

part the present breeding-range this 
species eastern North America the north shore the 
Gulf St. Lawrence, where the banding which this paper 
refers has been carried for three seasons, from 1923 1925. 

certain the islands which fringe that irregular coast- 
line, notably the St. Mary Islands, Common Murres incu- 
bate their eggs colonies which contain from half dozen 
about four hundred birds apiece and which are sheltered 
places that, enduring the filth and the insect parasites, the 
bird-bander may catch moderate numbers adult Murres, 
with other apparatus than slender stick, used for dislodg- 
ing birds from narrow places. least two persons should 
work together, and company three four preferable, 
for the large have many exits, and even the 
smallest ones seldom have less than two. intended 
add the outfit future one more large sacks, into which 
Murres put until there time band them. 

Within hour two after the banders have completed 
their work Murre colony and have moved on, the Murres 
are all back their eggs, and normal conditions appear 
have been order not disturb the birds unduly, 
colony has far been raided for banding purposes more 
than once season. Moreover, very little attempt has 
been made catch adult Murres for banding purposes un- 
sheltered colonies the open, because all adult birds such 
colonies will usually fly away and escape unless they are sur- 
prised the banders running among them top speed, 
practice which, except with very small colonies, dangerous 
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the eggs and young. Only very few adult birds can 
such situation any case, but young Murres 
may sometimes banded exposed colonies, although the 
young usually take the water not long after they are large 
enough band. 

The number Common Murres which have banded 
banded 1923 and 1924 there have been secured returns, 
the number banded. too early expect 
returns from the 172 birds banded 1925. The large, ad- 
justable bands were used all eases. 

Murres which were banded adults have provided re- 
turns from points outside the region where they were 
banded. each such Murre which was recaptured was 
found the island where was banded, and, each case 
where the details are known, was the very locality its 
banding. 

one case fourteen Murres were banded 
colony July 24, colony was attacked 
dog about July 24, 1924, and many the incubating Murres 
were killed, while the others were driven away for the 
rest the season. Three the dead bodies bore bands and 
furnished returns. visited this colony again July 17, 
1925, and caught several incubating Murres, three which 
bore ‘bands placed them that place evi- 
dence points the possession Murres strong, 
unreasoning attachment for their breeding-place. 

Only two returns have been secured from Common Murres 
which were young the year when banded. neither case 
was the bird recaptured near the breeding-area—a strik- 
ing contrast the returns from Murres banded adults. 
Both were banded August 12, 1923, island 
about twelve miles southwest Harrington Harbor, Saguenay 
County, and both were killed Newfoundland 
one June 1924, Bonavista Bay, and one Hermitage 
Bay. The latter was reported July 1925, but the date 
killing was not given. 

One the interesting problems relation the Murres 
ringvia); that is, Murre which has conspicuous white ring 
around the eye, with white stripe behind Birds with 
these markings are found the colonies with the other 
Murres, and have been considered some separate species, 
others 172 adult Common Murres 
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banded 1925, without any attempt select form, 
27, 15.7°%, were the “Ringed” adult 
Murre, banded July 1924, the St. Mary Islands, 
was there recaught and again released July 16, 1925, 
and another one banded the same islands July 11, 
1924, was recaught and again released there July 17, 1925. 
both cases the birds appeared unchanged when caught the 
second time. 

July 20, 1923, the Boat Islands, banded adult 
Common Murre which presented intermediate aspect, 
had faint white streak behind the eye, but had white 
eye-ring. This bird has not been recaptured. 

Continuation and development these banding operations 
may expected yield additional information concerning 
these innocent waterfowl. 


THE FOURTH BANDING EXPEDITION 
THE SANDY NECK BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT 
HERON COLONY 


CHARLES FLOYD 


has been the custom each year since the founding the 
Northeastern Bird Banding Association for small group 
enthusiastic members visit the famous colony Black- 
crowned Night Herons Sandy Neck, 
Barnstable, Massachusetts, study its occupants and band 
their young. The proper time for this trip the third week 
June, regardless the season, whether early late, for 
then the fledgling herons are nearly full grown, and weather 
conditions are good. 

This year (1925) marks the fourth expedition undertaken 
for this purpose, and has resulted the banding fifteen 
hundred herons, increase one hundred per cent over the 
greatest number banded any previous trip. The total 
all the young herons born this colony whom aluminum 
bands have been placed now twenty-five hundred. 

Details this interesting colony and its environment are 
not necessary this time, for our President, Alfred Gross, 
has recently made extended studies the life-history this 
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species and has published his conclusions*, which are now too 
well known require comment here. 

The first Volume the just-issued Massachusetts 
and other New England XXIV (Introduction), 
contains plate showing the dispersal this species during 
several fall seasons. 

The present study this heron colony really extension 
the work undertaken here the American Bird Banding 
Association, the results which were published ‘The 
Auk,” Vol. pp. 153-168, 1910, article Leon 
Cole entitled “The Tagging Wild Birds: Report Prog- 
ress 

find, when undertaking work this nature, that the 
stoutest clothing, overalls, and jumper are essential, together 
with heavy boots and close-fitting hat. were possible 
wear head-nets for protection against mosquitos,much com- 
fort would had, but they are not practical. Most the 
actual banding done the tree-tops while the young herons 
lie quietly the Much time and effort are saved if, 
advance the actual banding, the long flat bands which are 
furnished for use this species, size are bent into 
cirele, but not quite closed, and the two small nibs either 
side turned upright preparatory locking the band about the 
tarsus. Ladders about twenty-foot reach aid very ma- 
terially the taller trees (pitch pines), which grow more 
sparsely than the shorter ones, and which are dense that 
almost impossible struggle between them the 
short six-foot ladders indispensable pliers with 
pointed jaws are required close the bands properly. 
one whose enthusiasm will lessen the sight dead birds, 
and impedimenta such rotten eggs, bad odors, heat, mos- 
quitos, poison-ivy, and the offensive habits the young 
herons undertake this work. 

The usual number herons, estimated four thousand, 
were found the colony. view that lies before one stand- 
ing the top the highest dune that overshadows the trees 
alive with herons, old and long miles 
sand dunes, white and glistening the sun that stretch far 
the east and west, the sparkling blue waters Cape Cod 
Bay the north, and the quiet harbors Barnstable and 
Yarmouth the picture that printed in- 


Phe Black-crowned Night Herons, Nycticorax nycticorax naevius, of Sandy Neck" 
Auk, Vol. XL, pp. 1-30, 1923 


delibly upon the mind the bird-bander, whether views 
for the first for the hundredth time. 

After carefully canvassing the entire area occupied the 
herons, came the conclusion that there were more birds 
here this year than ever before, and that the colony had ex- 
tended the south. There seemed two nesting- 
areas that, while adjacent, were quite different. The tall 
trees, many them dead, holding old nests which have been 
each year and many times and almost white 
from the excrement the occupants, stand well apart 
and are quite contrast the young pines, unstained and 
unbroken from use, growing close together, with new nests 
the ground. The nests, all the same construction, are 
built sticks and twigs, with thin lining The ide: 
was advanced that the taller, stained trees were occupied 
the oldest members the colony, and the young previous 
years reached the breeding age (the third year) they were 
occupy the lower, newer However, 
found actual facts substantiate this theory. 


The herons appeared have had breeding- 
season. Most the nests contained well-grown young, from 
three five number, though the average 
nearer the former than the latter figure. The number dead 
birds upon the ground, partially eaten foxes and skunks, 
was small, and only few nests were dead fledglings found 
with the living ones. The percentage infertile eggs was 
trifling. The growing birds were vigorous, well fed, and 
feathered. Several crow’s nests with young were discovered 
among the trees the area occupied the herons, and 
observed instances where they had carried away and eaten 
the blue eggs the herons. one heron nest were two 
young, hardly more than hatched, which were warm and 
partly consumed some marauder. 

began work the first day seven daylight- 
saving, cold east wind driving before heav mist 
weather conditions best suited obtain the maximum result, 
the young birds the tops the trees remained clustere 
together for protection against the elements. The disinclina- 
tion the young herons climb out the nest helped con- 
considerably the banding. the day following, when 
the weather cleared and the sun shone into the nests, the 
pants immediately forsook them climb out the tips 
the boughs and bask the sun’s warmth, where was im- 
possible secure them. 
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several the older nests sharp twigs pointed upwards, 
and such nests herons were found many cases bleeding 
from cuts their tender underparts believed 
that these wounds were caused the pointed sticks. 
resulting foul nests due blood mixed with decaying fish and 
excrement gave rise swarm maggots which actually ate 
into the wounds the young birds, and yet those thus attacked 
seemed vigorous and condition was observed only 
the older nests. 

During the first day nine hundred birds were tagged. The 
second day the colony was direct contrast the pre- 
ceding one, being clear and warm. the dense growth the 
smaller trees the heat was terrific. six A.M., standard 
time, the were lively, and with the rising sun the birds 
left their nests perch the tips the boughs. Warm 
days meant livelier birds and fewer the opera- 
tions this date totalled three hundred birds only. 

Our admiration was aroused the the young 
herons spring from their nests and clamber fearlessly out 
the ends the limbs and cling there tenaciously; or, other 
cases and without hesitation, flop fall onto the limbs 
the next tree and scramble among them, using their bills like 
parrots climbing, hooking their long necks over the limbs 
and grasping the branches with their part the 
colony, with one exception, did discover any but adults 
the light plumage maturity. 

The third and final our work was repetition the 
second day. completed our quota three hundred, 
making the total for the trip fifteen hundred. 

found that the system employed marking the trees 
tving piece white string about the trunk each one after 
had banded the tenants most valuable plan that 
this method saved useless climbing and prevented our missing 
any the trip next year shall probably use red 
twine place white, for that color more conspicuous. 

Since this work began splendid results have been obtained. 
Recoveries have been made far north Quebec, and west- 
ward far Michigan. the south one bird has been 
reported Porto Rico, several Florida, one Jamaica, and 
one Another hope have traps opera- 
tion which, will enable secure information 
the homing instinet this species exists. 

Auburndale, Mass., December, 1925, 


NOTES THE MATING SONG SPARROWS 
AND THEIR RANGE-LIMITS DURING THE 
NESTING-PERIOD 


banding station Worcester, Mass., during the 
nesting-seasons 1924 and 1925, have had just two pairs 
Song Sparrows melodia). The region hereabouts 
rather thickly populated, the houses being approximately 
one hundred feet apart. have this species nesting 
doubtless due very favorable local conditions—suit- 
able cover, trees, hedges, tall grass, shrubbery, stone 
wall, garden, and moist land about hundred feet away. The 
immediate conditions about the house are shown the ac- 
companying Plate, drawn scale, well the locations 
Song-Sparrow-nests and the approximate range-limits 
the two pairs birds during their two nesting-seasons. 
will noted that two ground traps are close the house, 
that the comings and goings the Sparrows which visited 
one both, several times each day, were easily observed, 
and the information following about these birds has been se- 
cured observational methods rendered possible largely 
the fact that they were banded and because associated 
adult birds this species occurred the premises during the 
two years. 


For 1924 


The first Song Sparrow banded 1924 was No. 
119791. This was April 28, but its mate, which was also 
seen this time Area No. escaped until May 3rd, 
when the second bird was taken, No. will 

The pair occupying Area No. were banded April 30th and 
May 2nd, bands Nos. 119792 and 119793. check their 
distribution later moved sparrow trap into the center 
Area No. and obtained repeats both birds. This pair 

During the season 1924, 119791 repeated thirteen times, 
and 119794 nine times, but they were the first chamber 
the sparrow trap countless times, for they soon learned the 
way out and ignored the food the chamber. 

Pair one built nest bush one foot from the ground 
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(see X1924 plate) which were deposited five eggs, four 
which hatched, the young leaving the nest July 11th. The 
second nest was not definitely but the birds soon 
began carrying food (into the same area), there doubtless was 
one. Pair one was not seen leave this area except visit 
the pull-string trap and the bath. 

Pair two, being farther away from the sparrow trap, did 
not repeat often, but stayed their little reservation, 
where they built their first nest brush-pile (see plate), 
which found quite inaccessible, whereas their second nest 
was patch wild raspberry, where should have needed 
least the lower half suit armor find it. 

the four broods raised this season, only three birds were 
banded they visited the traps July and August. 


THe For 1925 


The first Song Sparrows appear this year were pair two. 
This was March 31, and they were captured returns 
this date. The evidence appears conclusive that they arrived 
mated pair, and fair presumption that they came 
all the way from their winter quarters together, since they 
would hardly appear the same time otherwise. once 
upon their arrival they began looking over the old familiar 
brush-pile they last two (Nos. 119792-3) 
again passed the season Area No. and, was the case 
1924, they raised two broods, the first one the brush-pile 
that baffled last season. The birds entered the brush over 
certain route, but flushed the bird from the grass the 
other side where circuitous tunnel apparently led its nest. 
This brood left the nest May 24th, and not until the adults 
again began carry food the same direction did learn 
that there was another brood somewhere. This was about 
the middle August. 

Pair one (119791 and 119794) appeared this year about 
April 15th and immediately occupied the same territory 
last The birds were promptly taken and their identity 
fully established, making third and fourth returns this 
species, and second return mated 
should stated that taking adult Song Sparrows alone into 
consideration, returns amounted 100 per cent, and 
the total number banded 59.14 per cent returned 1925. 

was the case with pair two, two nests were 
the last one, however, was found. This was located Area 
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No. thick stand grass and ostrich ferns the edge 
the garden. 

the young Song Sparrows raised this season, banded 
fourteen—one May 24th (first day out nest), four during 
June, four during August, and five during September, they 
visited the traps. 

positive that these two pairs were the only Song 
Sparrows resident grounds either year. 
occupied exactly the same territory that they occupied the 
previous year, and neither pair, far observed, ventured 
the territory the other pair, excepting limited extent 
where their nesting-areas overlapped. This area indicated 
the diagram. these range-areas comprises about 
eight thousand square feet, tract roughly sixty one 
hundred and twenty-six feet. 

None the young, numbering three, banded 1924, was 
taken 1925. 

The particular configuration the range-limits shown 
doubtless due large part the distribution cover favored 
this species existing about station, and probably 
true that the immediate locality would not have furnished 
another nesting-area suitable for any the children these 
birds, banded 1924, had they returned 1925. 

These two nesting-areas appear fairly well marked 
examples what Howard has appropriately called “terri- 
(see his book, Bird 

looking forward the next season’s experiences 
station. 


477 Green Street, Worcester, Mass. 


SOME NOTES BAIT 
OWEN MERRIMAN 


THE HAMILTON BIRD PROTECTION SOCIETY INC., 
HAMILTON, CANADA 


regret, traps have been idle for several 
years, have kept water and food constantly available for the 
birds our garden; and this way have gained experience 
which expect will prove valuable when resume bird-banding, 
and which may interest bird-banders elsewhere. 

Our bird-bath, three feet two size, has attracted more 
species and more individuals than any other lure have 


depth water, from nothing the edge three inches the 
middle, and its rough bottom. The last feature, affording 
secure footing the bathers, especially important for small 
birds; and, with galvanized iron bath such ours, 
easily secured sprinkling sand coat wet 
our bath had been under trap, believe that could have 
banded individuals most the twenty-five species which 
have observed using it, including Warblers, Vireos, Fly- 
and other birds which are often difficult trap. 

Nesting-material should prove good bait during the brief 
season when demand. offer variety strings, 
threads, “cotton kapok, wool, and have seen 
birds, including Kingbirds, Yellow Warblers, Balti- 
more Orioles, and others, carrying away. Some these 
birds would probably have entered trap secure this 
material they could not have obtained otherwise. 

our garden least, buttered toast crumbs seem the bait 
most attractive the Sparrows and their relations. 
usually offer both coarse and fine crumbs, and both the 
butter seems add the attraction. The grains and seeds 
which have tried seem less successful than the crumbs; but 
the seeds, those millet, hemp, and sun-flower have been 
the most useful. Nuthatches seem especially fond sun- 
flower seeds and Chickadees hemp seeds. Both these 
birds, and many others, are very fond nuts and peanuts; 
and cheese crumbs are favorite dish with many birds. Ripe 
corn the cob irresistible Blue Jays, and have seen 
both Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers tapping also. 

Suet the best bait for Woodpeckers, every bird-bander 
knows, and will attract many other birds well, especially 
winter. offer lumps tied the trees and sprinkled 
the ground; and make into melting 
and mixing with every kind food think bird might 
like. experience, Brown Creepers take 
readily when the microscopical specks which remain 
the bark tree after has been lightly rubbed with hard 
lump suet. 

sure good results would obtained, especially late 
winter and early spring. Evening Grosbeaks, every local 
representative the Thrush Family, Wood- 
peckers, several the Finch Family, and other birds have 
been seen probing the heads fruit our 
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sweet, wild cherries, and other fruit-trees would make good 
bait suitable trap could designed. 

Most these observations have been made many times 
every bird-bander; but experiences are seldom exactly du- 
hope that these brief notes may give new sugges- 
tions some members the bird-banding fraternity. 


West Street, Hamilton, Ont. 


NEW HOST FOR THE BLOOD-SUCKING 
LARVA FLY, Protocalliphora splendida 


BY HARRY E. WOODS 


June 25, 1925, while examining young Barn Swallows 
erythrogastra) the nest, found them infested 
with parasites which for lack better name were 
termed the time Nine the parasites were 
found one young Barn Swallow, and from one four 
the others the same nest. They were firmly at- 
tached externally the throats and breasts and were difficult 
remove. 

July 7th, the next day which examined young 
Barn Swallows, found still more specimens the same larvee, 
and several these were sent Mr. Charles Johnson, 
the Boston Society Natural History, who pronounced the 
imago one, which had passed through two additional meta- 
morphoses during the lapse month which had intervened 
between the time the were sent and their study 
Mr. Johnson, male blood-sucking larva fly, Protocal- 
splendida. Mr. Johnson also reported that 
had not been previously found the Barn Swallow. 

the previous instance the larve under consideration 
were attached the throats and breasts, and also few were 
found the tops the heads. These young swallows were 
watched until they left the nests, and two other 
were captured several the adult Swallows 
but found them free from parasites. After the young had 
left, the nests were examined and found contain number 
which judged were the off pupa-cases. 
each instance where larve had not been found the entire 
brood voung, had opportunity for comparing the con- 
dition infested birds with those not infested with these 


larve. The birds infested were much smaller and poorer 
condition than those free from parasites occupying the same 
nest, and would doubt have perished had not removed 
the cause their trouble. 


Huntington, Massachusetts 


GENERAL NOTES 


Bronzed Grackle Recoveries.—-In examining the banding and return 
records for the years 1920 1923 published the Biological Survey, 
interesting note that the number Bronzed Grackles (Quiscalus 
quiscula aeneus) which have been banded eleven recoveries have been made, 
and this number all were taken the same State which the birds 
were originally banded, with the exception bird No. 103739 banded 
the writer Auburndale, Mass., September 11, 1922, and taken 
November 7th the same year Elizabeth, 


addition these, the following records can cited: 


Grackle No. 260701, banded Auburndale, Mass., August 13, 1925. 
Taken Benns Church, Va., November 
same 

Grackle 215472, banded Auburndale, Mass., October 20, 1923. 
Taken New Haven, Conn., November 
same year, 

Grackle 411692, banded Auburndale, Mass., September 1925. 
Taken Wellesley Hills, Mass., September 24, 


Although the number recoveries Grackles banded the writer 
very meagre, they indicate southwesterly migration along the Atlantic 


Bird nesting-season 1925 station Peterboro, 
has been productive many bird parasites, was the case 1924, 
and records show that new host (the Purple Finch, Carpodacus 
purpureus) was found for the fly, Ornithomeyia anchineuria, identified 
Mr. Charles Johnson. The fly was found bird-of-the-year. 

This parasite survives, summer temperatures, for least seventy- 
two hours after removal from its One placed refrigerator for 
hour temperature 46°, while benumbed, quickly recovered being 
warmed insect believed pass its life notably sedentary 
manner, this species possesses flying ability high order. the 
parasite may leave its host momentarily, when the bird handled 
banding, and may fly nearby window, often darts back again its 
host with such extreme quickness that one sees only its disappearance into 
the feathers. one juvenile Chipping Sparrow four this species were 
found. 

The much less common bird fly, Ornithoica confluenta, mfrequently 
found 1924, was not uncommon 1925, seven being discovered young 
Song Sparrows.—HELEN Cohasset, Mass. 
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Unusual Recovery.—R. Middleton, Jeffersonville, Pa., 
member this Association, reports that January 31, 1925, captured 
Tree Sparrow (Spizella monticola), No. 125969, banded Miles 
Pirnie Ithaca, New York, February 29, 1924. Jeffersonville 
approximately 180 miles little east South Ithaca. 


Bicknell’s Thrush.—-R. Berry Rutland, Vermont, reports taking 
Thrush aliciae bicknelli) May 18, 1925. 
account the difficulty identifying this species, confirmation was had 
George Kirk that city. 


Chewink Saturday morning, May 25, 1924, A.M. 
two male Chewinks (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) were found together the 
trap our banding station the pines about four miles south 
chester, They were given bands Nos. 27676 and 27677. 

May 30th, June 2nd and 3rd, and July 16, 1924, Chewink No. 
27677 repeated. No. 27676 repeated June 1924. These dates indi- 
cate that both birds were their nesting grounds and were probably 
breeding. 

The first Chewink trapped 1925 was No. 27676, captured June 
second return was captured July 2nd, No. 
birds repeated during early July, but were not seen again after July 4th. 

July 18, 1924, one female Chewink was banded, which was probably 
the mate one the above birds, but she did not repeat. Still other male 
Chewinks were banded, but only two return records have been secured 
date. 

Both returns were originally banded with the soft, thin aluminum bands 
furnished the time. case Chewink No. 27676, found the band 
flattened year later, pinch the tarsus, causing swelling, the 
band was replaced with No. 68516, with the result that the swelling had 
subsided after lapse twelve SARGENT, Hanover 
Street, Manchester, 


Regarding Downy Woodpeckers 
medianus), young and adults, have been banded Mrs. Whittle’s sta- 
tion Peterboro, and our station Cohasset, Mass. Among 
these birds and others frequently visiting the stations, several have pos- 
sessed feather coloration possibly not previously noted, and pretty surely 
not previously deseribed from live birds. 

The first case interest was the trapping young male July 
1924, Peterboro, still fed its parents, having its entire under 
Other Woodpeckers taken about this time did not show this color, 
but Downy brought the station the same date, 
July 7th, which probably belonged the same brood, also had 
under birds this species seen our station 
Cohasset during the month July did not show any below; 
least none was detected distance ten feet. yellow color 
the feathers the under parts not confined birds juvenal plumage 
shown our records Cohasset, where during November and Decem- 
ber, 1925, two adult female Downies were banded having these parts 


* See Ridgway's “Color Standards and Color Nomenclature,’ plate XVII. 


very pale yellow (approaching massicot yellow), which was pale 

tint that could easily this color really un- 
usual ephemeral that bird-skins not show it, interesting 
question. 

Other noted, perhaps worth mentioning, oc- 
the heads three birds-of-the-year seen our Cohasset station 
during late June and July 2nd female showed squarish 
extending from the forehead along the crown and occiput, white faintly 
specked with black, the blended color appearing light grayish nearly 
white. 

During July two other young birds this station had the and 
bright called the intensity and the extent 
the close view showed sprinkling black feathers among 
the ones. These patches color were worn into Septem- 
ber, the first evidence molt being noticed September 10th, when 
shrinkage the erown searlet area was observed, the loss feathers taking 
place Our notes later date September read: 
fringe with nape assuming the color 
Cohasset, Mass. 


Birds New State Museum the University the State 
New York announces edition the 106 plates the 
“Birds New Fuertes, form. The set plates 
ean bought for $1.20, which 20c. for postage, (in Canada $1.40.) 
All banders should have this portfolio. 

Address: Finance Division, The University the State New York, 
Albany, New York. 


The the cover this number shows adult Common Murre 
open. 

The photograph was taken island about twelve miles southwest 
Harrington Harbor, Saguenay County, August 12, 
Harrison courtesy Canadian National Parks. 


Notes Connecticut Banding 22, 1925, 
marked period bird-banding for me, wonderfully inter 
esting three years. This work, with the aid good won- 
derful ornithology and delightful sport well. 

the 519 birds banded during this period, including species, have 
had returns from birds, part shown below. The Wood Thrushes 
show one the largest percentages returns. These were practically all 
banded during the first summer season: some unknown reason they 
not frequent yard now. The White-throated Sparrows, which are 
common during the fall, winter, spring, and repeat consid- 
erable numbers, show the smallest percentage was inter 


t This species occasional! 
the plumage, noticeable o1 1 the white areas easily observable, 
due in part to contact with the bark of trees 
molt. It may be urged that the yell 
of some sort, but it seems unlikely that its distribution, 
lining, and its uniformity can be accident: 


shows, in particular during winter and spring, a darkening of 
a phenomenon probably 
The color disappears with the postnuptial 
ow color in question is likewise due to contamination 
including even the under-wing 
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esting have this subject White-throats returning brought the 
meeting New York, and find that experiences tallied with 
some the other co-operators. 


BANDED RETURNED REPEATED 


W hit throate Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) 104 1 
Chickadee (Penthestes a. atrica} illus) 36 2 27 


Mary Street, New Haven, Conn. 


Tree Sparrow December and 21, 1924, 
and banded seven Tree Sparrows (Spizella monticola), the group 
maining the station till March 10, 1925. these seven birds, 
three returned 1925 and were taken November 28th and 
29th. These records appear indicate the existence group enduring 
for two the number returns naturally falling short the maximum 
possible. Cohasset, Mass., December 26, 


Pair Red-Breasted arriving our Banding 
Station Cohasset, Mass., 27th, found two Red-breasted 
Nuthatches canadensis) making frequent trips into our 
and carrying off sunflower seeds. 

banded the male, No. A.M., and the female, No. 
12.45 male scolded and fought during the process, while the 
female made fuss about it. 

The two birds have remained our Banding Station ever since and seem 
like mated their visit the feeding-tray the same 
time, one alighting the wire ready enter when the first one leaves. 
both enter one bird trapped, the other one 
shows concern for its plight and alights the wire sides 
the cage. 

spite their diminutive size, are quite pugnacious. Chick 
adee the wav when one the enters the Pagoda, 
chased unceremoniously and has wait its turn. 

This note call attention the fact that the birds appear though 
mated, frequently observed this season the vear the case 
of the White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta ¢. carolinensis), a pair of which has, 
indeed, been known remain together throughout the 
ERINE December 26, 1925. 


“Sight Junco Number looking out the 
window banding station December 19, 1925, saw four five 
newly-arrived banded Juncos front the ground trap 
some ten feet distant All these five birds were probably returns, and 


* Notes from a Peterboro, N. H Banding Station,’ by Helen Granger Whittle, 
Bulletin of the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association, Vol. 1, p. 65 


certainly one, male, was, because its right tarsus there was band 
colored This discovery gave real thrill, had 
entirely forgotten that had ever placed such band in- 
spection records showed that had banded single Junco with 
band this color, eight months and fifteen days previously, 
(April expect later check this sight return trapping 
the bird, but the record doubtless valid since other bander using 
colored bands, least the territory our 

This record interest since the first one the kind which 
have importance because the durability shown 
the enamel used, which appears have much greater lasting quality 
than was have felt that the greatest value colored bands 
will oceur during periods when the bird population most stationary, 
that during nesting-time and the three winter months. the use 
these bands carefully safeguarded appropriate regulations, their 
chief utility will perhaps lie the added facility with which certain bird 
units studied. these are meant, mated pairs (the sexes often 
having distinguishing colored bands), family groups (the parents and young 
having identifying colors), and groups general. their use very 
great lessening the handling birds made records, 
among other things, save the banders’ time, and lessen the disturbance 
the birds caused frequent retrapping and rehandling, thereby insuring 
more normal bird behaviour stations, matter importance. 

should stated that obtain the best results from the use colored 
bands operators should have lens, say Coddington magnifying about 
six times, with which read the enameled figures, and good bird-glass 
low magnification (about four times) with which enlarge the circle 
Cohasset, Mass. 


Apparently Unusual Returns Chipping Sparrows.—-During the 
last four have banded one hundred Chipping 
proportion these were nearby nesting birds and their young, the parent 
birds part repeating throughout the nesting season. When September 
and October arrive, small number returns not previously taken are 
noted. Such returns may repeat once twice, not all. 

So, too, April and May, the time the spring migration, other re- 
turns are noted which similarly may repeat once twice, not all. 

The following table shows glance all the information possess about 
ten such returns, and the question arises what inferences, any, are 
warranted the facts. 


Band Banded Returned Repeated 
Numbe r in 1924 in 1925 in 1925 
CASE I 

A9646 Oct. Sept. Oct. 
A9648 Oct. Oct. 1 


t+ On December 24, 1925, this bird was again seen at my st: ation. It appears appro- 
priate to designate a record of this kind as a “Sight return repeat. 


Bulletin the 


CASE Il 


Case shows five fall returns, and Case shows five spring returns. 
The ten returns agree that the birds suddenly appear and quite suddenly 
disappear far repeating indicative. this type return oceurs 
twice annually, appears not limited number such 
records have little more than speculative value, but one impressed with 
the possibility that these instances are dealing with stop-over birds 
migration and from their summer and winter quarters, with Cohasset 


one the points their migration route.—-LAURENCE FLETCHER, 
Cohasset, Mass. 


Members the get touch with the edito- 
rial department. Each one you has information importance tucked 
your notes and banding records. 

Write the editor, enclosing the layout your banding 
station, nearly drawn seale possible, showing positions trees and 
shrubbery, gardens, water (streams lakes), kinds traps used and their 
locations. Also type country about station, whether rolling level, 
tree covered open, rocky, sandy alluvial, the same time let 
the editor know what you are doing, about difficulties, and 
ular report what you have discovered about the habits birds that you 
didn't know before vou took up banding. 

Study your placing kinds things together order 
find out their meaning, and then write the editor what think the 
records The habit doing will make your work more inter 
esting yourselves well more tive, and will outline the kinds 
ornithological problems your type banding station likely assist 
solving. 


Information for expense preparing the copy and 
the plates for each issue tin, plus the paper, printing and mail 
ing envelopes, and the service them out, about $125, 
$500 that our income from dues will take care 
this expense for 1926, but this will leave empty treasury meet the 
many additional general expenses the Association. 

The cost issuing the Bulletin for 1925 was met entirely five volun- 
tarv contributions for this purpose. Such a source of funds cannot be 
relied upon vear after vear, and those who are concerned with the ‘‘office 
the Association ought not burdened with matters raising 
funds by personal appr al We submit that the cause we are working for 
worthy annual income $1,000, anamount sufficient meet our 
expenses they exist todav. therefore deem warranted ask 
those our members their friends, who are disposed, contribute 
fund $500, which, added our income from dues, will meet our 
requirements for 1926 
Address, Charles B 


Flovd, 95 South St Mass. 


Boston, 


| 


better printed well. Send 
your next piece print- 
ing. will handled with 
personal interest and care 
that will certainly increase 
its value you without 
necessarily increasing 
cost. 


Goss Company 


Printers 


High Street Boston 


The Bird Boxes 


Tested and approved Officers the 


White Pine, Stained Painted 
Pull-String Door, Metal Squirrel Guard 


Chickadee—Wren size $0.75 
Bluebird—Swallow size 1.00 
Screech Ow1—Flicker size 1.50 
Automatic Food Hopper 1.25 


Deliveredin New England 


May Brothers, Cohasset, Mass. 
John B. May, Jr. Edward W. May 


Choice Bird Seed 


The mixture recommended 
the Northeastern Bird Band- 
ing Association containing Chick 
Feed, Sunflower, Millet, Hemp 
and Canary. 


Postage Extra 


FISKE SEED CO. 


THE SEED STORE 


and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston (9), Mass. 


Out-of-Doors 
New England 


ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” : 

The secretary of a Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
rive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 


ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR ON REQUEST 


The Line Traps 


Automatic balanced feed-tray releases door (A). 


No. trap for birds only. 
No. trap for Rodents and birds. 


The Mamma! trap metal lined and will rid 
your station all Mice Squirrels. Can 
used bird trap also. 

bander Cleveland, Ohio, caught rats two days 
with one these traps) 


The traps are made hand with personal at- 
tention every detail; wire points inside out; sharp 
angles inside for the birds get caught on. 

Neatness design carefully considered. 

All traps painted dirt color blend with the ground, ex- 
cepting No. Warbler trap, which painted green. 

bander Massachusetts, using traps exclu- 


sively, has taken nearly 1.000) birds—new. returns and 
repeats the past rent species) 


WRITE FOR CIRCULAR 


— 
oe 


